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Mannum 

“Birthplace of the Murray River Paddlesteamer” 
Victor Harbor – Goolwa – Hahndorf 
Coorong Nat. Park – Barossa Valley 

Mt Gambier - Warrnambool 
8 Days – 7 Nights *$1,795 ppts  

      * ( minimum 30 passengers ) 

Departing Sunday August 28, 2022 - Returning Sunday September 4, 2022 
 

This eight day tour travels through Western Victoria into South Australia to the Murray River town 
of Mannum – staying four nights & one night in Murray Bridge.. We explore the Adelaide Hills - 
Hahndorf – Victor Harbor – Goolwa and the mouth of the Murray River as well as the Barossa 
Valley. Our return journey travels along the Coorong National Park – Robe to Mt Gambier ( 
overnight ) and then to Warrnambool ( overnight ). Our homeward journey visits Bay of Islands – 
Port Campbell and then we travel inland to Timboon – Colac & Geelong. 

 

Day 1 Beaufort - Nhill – Kaniva - Bordertown – Tailem Bend – Mannum 
We depart Bentleigh RSL at 7.00am and travel to Melbourne and then along the Ring Road onto the 
Western Highway to Beaufort for morning tea. We then continue along the Western Highway through 
Ararat – Stawell and Horsham onto Nhill for lunch. This afternoon we continue our journey ( brief 
stop at Kaniva to see the Silo Art ) into South Australia travelling through the towns of Bordertown – 
Keith – Coonalpyn (comfort stop ) -Tailem Bend and Murray Bridge to Mannum – our destination for 
the next four nights ( arrive approx 5.30pm ). Our accommodation is at the Mannum Motel located 
close to the banks of the Murray River and only 200metres to the main shopping area. Tonight we 
enjoy a delicious 2-Course dinner served in the motel licensed restaurant. 

 



Day 2  Adelaide Hills – Mt Lofty Lookout – Hahndorf  
This morning we travel into the Adelaide Hills to the Mt Lofty Lookout – the lookout provides 
spectacular panoramic views across Adelaide’s city skyline to the coast. We then travel to Hahndorf – 
Australia’s oldest surviving German settlement. Prussian Lutheran refugees fleeing religious 
persecution in their homelands settled the area in the late 1830’s. We visit Heysen House for a guided 
tour of the home & studio ( tour duration approx. 60 minutes ). Hans Heysen is regarded as one of 
Australia’s greatest artists. Born in Hamburg, Germany in 1877 he migrated to Adelaide in 1884 with 
his family. He purchased the homestead in 1912. In Hahndorf we enjoy a German-Style lunch @ 
German Arms Hotel. This afternoon free time to explore this fascinating town. Later this afternoon we 
leisurely return to Mannum through the Torrens Valley. Tonight we enjoy 2-Course dinner served in 
the motel restaurant. 

 

Day 3  Mannum – “Big Bend by Night” @ Swan Reach 
This morning we enjoy a guided tour around Mannum – one old the oldest towns on the Murray River 
( 9.30am motel departure ). Mannum is recognised as the birthplace of the paddlesteamer and today a 
busy tourist destination. In 1853 the “Father of Mannum”, William Randell, built the first Murray 
River Paddlesteamer – Mary Ann in order to transport his flour to the Victorian goldfields. The 
paddlesteamer set out from Mannum in 1853 and started a boom in the river transport industry. We 
enjoy morning tea on the banks of the Murray River. Free time to explore the town, have lunch and 
perhaps go for a walk along the river. At 2.30pm we depart Mannum and travel north along the 
Murray River to Swan Reach to visit “Big Bend by Night”( approx. 1 hour drive ). On arrival we are 
transported to the river setting on the big bend cliffs of the Murray River for drinks, nibbles and entrée 
and sunset viewing. We then have dinner at the shearing shed and after dinner experience the 
nocturnal tour in their special vehicles – this is a unique and fun night – something very different! We 
then return to Mannum approximately 8.30pm – 9.00pm 

 
Day 4  Barossa Valley – South Australia’s renowned wine & gourmet  
  producing region – the stone cottages and Lutheran Churches 

throughout the region are a testament to the early German settlers 
 

Today we travel to the beautiful Barossa Valley Region – Mannum to Barossa Valley 70km. 

Todays highlights include: 

• Menglers Hill Lookout & Sculpture Park – spectacular views over the Barossa Valley 
• Maggie Beer’s Farm Shop 
• Angaston – the highest settlement in the Barossa Valley and the most English in flavor. 

Settled mainly by British immigrants and Cornish miners, this quaint town takes its 
name from George Fife Angas, one of the founding fathers of South Australia, who paid the fares of 
free settlers and provided them with land. 

• Barossa Valley Chocolate Co. – Wine tasting @ Chateau Dorrien ( optional ) 
• Herbig Tree @ Springton – learn of the family that lived in a tree 

We then return to Mannum. Tonight we enjoy dinner served in the motel restaurant. 

 



Day 5 Goolwa – “Spirit of Coorong Murray Mouth Cruise” – Port  
Elliot, Victor Harbor – Horse Drawn Carriage Ride – Bluff Lookout 

This morning we farewell Mannum and travel south into the beautiful Fleurieu Peninsula to the 
historic river port town of Goolwa – the town was originally surveyed as the capital of South 
Australia, but Adelaide was later thought to be a better option. At 10.30am we board the “Spirit of the 
Coorong” for a 1 ½ hour Murray Mouth Cruise. We cruise downstream from the Port of Goolwa 
along the historic wharf towards the Goolwa Barrage. We travel through the lock chamber, down to 
sea level. We then meander along the waterways of the Coorong, following the last kilometres of the 
mighty Murray River to the Murray Mouth and its opening to the Southern Ocean before returning to 
Goolwa Wharf. We then travel via the coastal town of Port Elliot to Victor Harbor – South Australia’s 
premier holiday destination situated on spectacular Encounter Bay. Lunch in Victor Harbor. One of 
the main attractions in Victor Harbor is Granite Island – here we take a return trip on the horse-drawn 
carriage ride across to Granite Island. We also visit the Bluff Lookout for breathtaking coastal views 
over Encounter Bay. The lookout is also a popular whale watch site – whale season in Victor Harbor 
from June to September. We then travel to Murray Bridge for our overnight stopover. Our 
accommodation is at the Adelaide Road Motor Lodge. Tonight we enjoy2-Course dinner served in the 
motel restaurant. 

 

Day 6 Meningie – Lake Albert – Coorong National Park 
Robe – Beachport Jetty – Millicent – Mount Gambier 

This morning we farewell Murray Bridge and travel through Tailem Bend and then onto Meningie – 
picturesque town situated on the banks of Lake Albert -  morning tea on the banks of Lake Albert. We 
then travel through the Coorong National Park – one of Australia's most significant wetlands. It 
stretches 135km along the coast, separated from the Southern Ocean by the dunes of the 
Younghusband Peninsula. The Coorong is best known for its abundant birdlife and birdwatching. 
Over 240 species have been recorded, including many migratory species. We enjoy lunch in Robe. 
This afternoon we explore the significant historic sites of Robe. During the 1850's thousands of 
Chinese gold seekers landed at Robe and walked overland to the Victorian goldfields. Today there is a 
Chinese Monument as a memorial to the thousands of Chinese who made that arduous journey. Today 
Robe is a popular holiday destination as well as a fishing port. We then travel through Beachport ( 
visit the historic jetty ) and Millicent to Mount Gambier for our overnight stopover. We visit the Blue 
Lake . Our accommodation is at The Henty Motel in Mount Gambier. Tonight we enjoy a delicious 2-
Course dinner served in the motel licensed restaurant. 
 

Day 7  Port Fairy – Warrnambool – Logans Beach “Sound & Light Show  
This morning we visit the spectacular Umpherston Sinkhole – this sinkhole was created when the top 
of the chamber collapsed downwards forming the perfect “sunken garden”. We then travel along the 
Princes Highway to Port Fairy for lunch. This afternoon we travel to Warrnambool. We visit Logans 
Beach ( popular whale watching viewing area – whale watching season in Warrnambool May through 
to September). Our accommodation is at the Mid City Motel situated in the centre of Warrnambool. 
We enjoy dinner served in the motel restaurant. Tonight we visit Flagstaff Hill to see the spectacular 
sound & laser night show – “Shipwrecked” – this is a theatrical experience that magically brings to 
life the tragic story of the Loch Ard disaster in a uniquely entertaining presentation The sound & light 
show captures the tragedy, drama and excitement of sailing the high seas as an early settler. 



 

Day 8  Bay of Islands – Port Campbell – Timboon - Colac – Home 
This morning we farewell Warrnambool and travel to the start of the Great Ocean Road. We visit the 
spectacular Bay of Islands. We then travel to Port Campbell for morning tea. We then travel north 
through Timboon to Camperdown onto Colac for lunch. This afternoon we continue our homeward 
journey around Geelong before arriving back home at Bentleigh RSL approximately 4.30pm ( 
depending on traffic & road conditions ). 

 
Mannum – Mt Gambier – Warrnambool 

Tour Includes: 
 

• Seat-belt equipped coach travel – departs Bentleigh RSL 
• 4 nights motel accommodation at Mannum Motel – Motel is located close to the banks of 

the Murray River and only 200metres to the main shopping centre 
• Overnight motel accommodation at Adelaide Road Motor Lodge – Murray Bridge – Henty 

Motel – Mt Gambier and Mid City Motel – Warrnambool 
• Delicious 2-Course dinners served each evening in motel restaurants exc. Day 3 – dinner @ 

Big Bend by Night 
• Full cooked breakfasts served each morning in motel restaurants 
• All admissions, Spirit of Coorong Cruise, lunch @ Hahndorf and morning teas as per 

itinerary 
• The tour price quoted $1795 per person is based on twin share accommodation. The single 

supplement is an additional $60 per night ( $420 ). The tour requires a minimum of 30 
passengers. Should passenger numbers fall below the minimum number then the tour price 
will need to be reviewed 

• The tour price does not include travel insurance or lunches ( exc. Day 2 @ Hahndorf ) 
Designer Tours recommends that all passengers have suitable travel insurance – please 
take special notice of cancellation policy 

• Please note that should unsuitable or unsafe conditions not allow the tour to visit a 
particular attraction or place of interest or an attraction on the itinerary has now closed or 
is closed on the day then a suitable alternative will be substituted if available. Designer 
Tours reserves the right to make a decision on unsuitable or unsafe conditions 

• Cancellation Policy:  $300 cancellation fee applies per person to any booking cancelled 
prior to seven days before departure. There is no refund for any booking cancelled less 
than seven days before tour departure. Designer Tours recommends that all passengers 
have suitable travel insurance 

 
 


